


Lyrics 

Love—is anterior to Life— 
Posterior—to Death— 
Initial of Creation, and 
The Exponent of Breath. 
  
  - Emily Dickinson 

_____________________________________________ 

Program Note 

Love is Anterior to Life is part of a larger song cycle of Emily Dickinson poetry settings 
originally performed at Hunter College’s Lang Recital Hall. It has been professionally 
recorded on C4: The Choral Composer/Conductor Collective’s second album Cornerstones. 
Excerpts have been included in concerts at Lincoln Center’s Alice Tully Hall and at New 
York City Center. 

The four-line poem appears in Dickinson’s idiosyncratic style of broken textual lines 
interrupted by dashes. Each line is brilliantly separate and concise while allowing a sense of 
flow and eternity. Sopranos, altos and tenors are each assigned one line with its own melody 
and metrical form, which is then repeated throughout. Only the basses sing the entire 
poem, while the second alto simply sings the word “love.” We feel the choppy nature of the 
poem with its distinct thoughts, but also the repetitive, eternal cycle of life and death. 
        
           - Bettina Sheppard

Cover Photography by Elena Dubas www.elenadubas.com 
For more information about the composer visit www.seeadot.com
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